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SUMMARY 
 x 
NOVITA, A 320 060 321. RACIAL INJUSTICE IN HARPER LEE’S TO KILL 
A MOCKINGBIRD NOVEL: A MARXIST APPROACH. RESEARCH PAPER. 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2010. 
 
The research is proposed to analyze a racial injustice in Harper Lee’s To Kill A 
Mockingbird novel by Marxist Approach. There are two objectives: the first is to 
analyze the novel in term of structural elements, and the second is to analyze the 
novel based on the Marxist Perspective. 
The benefits of this study are to give in the application of Marxist Perspective in 
literary study and to fulfill the requirement for getting Bachelor Degree in English 
Department. This study is a qualitative study, using the novel of Harper Lee’s To Kill 
A Mockingbird as the object of analysis of the study There are two kinds of data 
sources: primary and secondary data. The primary data source is the text of the To 
Kill A Mockingbird novel itself, while the secondary data is taken from some books, 
articles, and other information needed. The method of data collection is library 
research by summarizing, paraphrasing, and documenting the data. The technique of 
data collection is descriptive. 
The outcome of the study shows that the novel illustrates a racial injustice and 
the condition of the Black people and White people in the early twentieth century. 
That is why Harper Lee criticizes that condition which is the reflection of her real 
childhood in 1930 in Southern State of America. 
 
 
Sukoharjo, August 24, 2010 
Consultant I 
 
 
(Drs. Abdillah Nugroho, M.Hum) 
Consultant II 
 
 
(Titis Setyabudi, S.S ) 
 
School of Teacher Training and Education  
Dean,  
 
Drs. H. Sofyan Anif, M. Si. 
NIK. 547 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
 xi 
          Page 
TITLE….. ....................................................................................................  i 
APROVAL ...................................................................................................  ii 
ACCEPTANCE ...........................................................................................  iii 
TESTIMONY ..............................................................................................  iv 
MOTTO .......................................................................................................  v 
DEDICATION .............................................................................................  vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ............................................................................  vii 
SUMMARY .................................................................................................  x 
TABLE OF CONTENT ..............................................................................  xi 
 
CHAPTER I:    INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study..............................................  1 
B. Literature Review .........................................................  5 
C. Problem Statement  ......................................................  5 
D. Objectives of the Study ................................................  5 
E. Limitation of the Study ................................................  6 
F. Benefit of the Study .....................................................  6 
G. Research Method..........................................................  6 
H. Research Paper Organization .......................................  8 
 
CHAPTER II UNDERLYING THEORY 
A. Notion of Marxism .........................................................  9 
B. Principles of Marxism ....................................................  10 
1. Historical Materialism ..............................................  10 
2. Dialectical Materialism ............................................  11 
3. Class Struggle ..........................................................  12 
4. Alienation .................................................................  13 
C. Structural Element of the Novel ………………………  14 
 xii 
1. Character and Characterization ……………………  15 
2. Setting ……………………………………………...  16 
3. Plot …………………………………………………  16 
4. Point of View ………………………………………  17 
5. Style ………………………………………………..  18 
6. Theme ……………………………………………...  18 
D. Theoretical Application ..................................................  18 
 
CHAPTER III SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF AMERICAN SOCIETY 
IN THE MID TWENTIETH CENTURIES 
A. Social Aspects ................................................................  21 
B. Economic Aspects ..........................................................  23 
C. Politic Aspects ………………………………………… 25 
D. Science and Technology Aspects ...................................  26 
E. Cultural Aspects .............................................................  26 
F. Religious Aspects ...........................................................  29 
G.  Biography of Harper Lee ..............................................  29 
 
CHAPTER IV STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS 
A. Structural Analysis .........................................................  33 
1. Character and Characterization ................................  33 
 a. Major character.....................................................  33 
 b. Minor character ....................................................  41 
2. Setting ......................................................................  54 
 a. Setting of Place .....................................................  54 
 b. Setting of Time .....................................................  59 
3. Plot ...........................................................................  60 
 a. Exposition .............................................................  60 
 b. Complication (Conflict) .......................................  61 
 xiii 
 c. Climax ..................................................................  64 
 d. Resolution ............................................................  64 
 e. Causality ...............................................................  65 
 f. Plausibility ............................................................  66 
4. Point of View ...........................................................  67 
5. Style .........................................................................  68 
 a. Diction ..................................................................  68 
 b. Grammatical Structure  ........................................  69 
 c. Rhetoric ................................................................  70 
6. Theme .......................................................................  73 
B. Discussion ......................................................................  73 
 
CHAPTER V MARXIST ANALYSIS 
A. Marxist Analysis ............................................................  77 
1. Historical Materialism ..............................................  78 
2. Dialectical Materialism ............................................  81 
3. Alienation .................................................................  85 
4. Class Struggle ..........................................................  86 
B. Discussion ......................................................................  88 
 
CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion .....................................................................  91 
B. Suggestion ......................................................................  92 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
APPENDIX 
 
